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Fall Arts Celebration brings iconic dance performance
Across Campus
Through a special licensing agreement with the 
Graham Foundation, Grand Valley will bring 
an iconic work of modern dance to the West 
Michigan community. 
As part of Fall Arts Celebration 2010, music 
and dance faculty and students present 
“Appalachian Spring” on Monday, November 1,  
at 8 p.m. at the Louis Armstrong Theatre, 
Performing Arts Center. Due to strong inter-
est, the 5 p.m. final dress rehearsal on Monday 
will also be open to the public, students, faculty 
and staff members. A limited number of com-
plimentary tickets, required for admission at 
either time, are available through the LAT Box 
Office by calling x12300.
The regisseur for the legendary Martha 
Graham Center of Contemporary Dance, who 
has provided instruction to such luminar-
ies as Rudolf Nureyev, Mikhail Baryshnikov, 
Madonna and Betty Ford, is in town providing 
stage direction and insights for Grand Valley’s 
production.
Susan Kikuchi, a member of the Martha 
Graham Dance Company from 1978-1984, has 
served as director of both the Martha Graham 
Ensemble and the Martha Graham School of 
Contemporary Dance. She is also the daughter 
of the famous Yuriko, original member of the 
Martha Graham Dance Company and founder 
of the ensemble. 
“Each person in the cast brings their own imag-
inative and creative experience to the perfor-
mance, so this production will be unique,” said 
Kikuchi. “Yet the cast must also work together 
and become a community of dancers that relate 
to each other well on the stage and agree with 
the music. I have been impressed with how 
quickly this group has learned choreography.” 
Students, faculty and guest artists will perform 
the Pulitzer Prize-winning score by composer 
Aaron Copland and choreography by modern 
dance pioneer Martha Graham, with an origi-
nal set design by the famed sculptor Isamu 
Noguchi. 
Strict requirements by the foundation have 
been enforced for the selection of cast members 
and the caliber of performance to ensure an 
exceptional creative experience. Another clause 
in the agreement requires the local costumes, 
by Cat O’Callaghan, to be reconstructed from 
the original designs by Edythe Gilfond. They 
must be given to the Graham Foundation after, 
to prevent their use in other shows. 
Discussion ties gender 
roles to bullying
Nearly 100 people attended an interactive pre-
sentation, “Mean Girls and Real Boys,” on cul-
tural and media constructions of gen-
der and their correlation to bullying.
Michigan State University Extension 
facilitators Janet Olson and Karen 
Pace invited participants to analyze 
the “gender box” and think of socially 
accepted connotations defining the 
good girls and real boys. Participants 
then explored what lies outside of 
those boxes, typically defined by 
derogatory terms and labels. 
Olson and Pace shared how in today’s 
culture bullies verbally, physically, 
and through cyberspace torment 
those who do not define or meet the 
in-the-box roles. They also discussed 
current children’s advertisements, pinpointing 
how the media reinforces gender stereotypes. 
They challenged participants to take a step 
back and see the greater messages at work, 
including racism, sexism and classism.
Pace offered solutions on how to be critical 
consumers of the media, by reading, defining, 
opposing and replacing the oppressive mes-
sages with inclusive, social changing messages.  
The presentation was sponsored by the 
Children’s Enrichment Center, Office of 
Inclusion and Equity, Women’s Center and the 
College of Education.
Best practices to comply  
with payment cards 
offered
Grand Valley is working toward compliance 
with Payment Card Industry (PCI) data secu-
rity standards, which are focused on protecting 
cardholder information. 
Prohibited university practices include storing 
card numbers, CVV codes, or pin numbers after 
continues on page 2
Photo by Amanda Pitts
Susan Kikuchi and Shawn T Bible rehearse with 
alumna Lauren Blane for a performance of 
‘Appalachian Spring.’
Photo by Amanda Pitts
Karen Pace, from MSU Extension, gives a presentation on bullying 
and gender roles October 13 in the Kirkhof Center.
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Nathan Kemler 
Collections Manager, 
University Art Gallery
After interacting with more than 9,000 pieces  
of artwork on campus, it is no surprise that  
it’s a challenge for Nathan Kemler to name  
his favorite. 
Kemler is the creator of Grand Valley’s first 
online and virtual art gallery, showcasing the 
university’s vast collection. The online  
gallery began in August 2009, and Kemler is 
preparing to launch an updated version  
of the collection next month. 
Since his arrival in 2008, Kemler said he has 
researched, analyzed, updated and standardized 
the presentation and information of each piece  
of art for online use. “The artwork provides a  
deeper understanding of our culture and helps  
us understand our place within it,” said Kemler.  
“The more you’re around it, the more you  
will understand it.”
The website, www.gvsu.edu/artgallery , 
allows visitors to view regional and student 
artwork, as well as international commissions 
and acquisitions. Visitors can learn, rate and 
leave comments on each piece, and also make 
personal collections 
to share through 
social media.
“We wanted to 
create a center 
of dialogue and 
discussion among 
art,” he said. “We 
wanted to promote 
a way of living with 
art, and to be in 
tune with it and 
assist in the way we 
interact with it.”
Kemler is currently organizing presentations to 
show faculty members how to use the site and 
integrate it in the classroom. He is also working 
on an access collection application for iPhone 
and Android operating systems with Grand 
Valley’s Mobile Applications and Services Lab. 
The apps are set to launch early next year. 
Kemler earned a bachelor’s degree from Calvin 
College in world history and a master’s degree  
from Eastern Illinois University in historical  
administration. In his free time, he enjoys  
drawing, reading history books, and playing  
basketball.
Other publications by the News and Information 
Services Office include:
Grand Valley Magazine, which is published 
quarterly for the university community. Visit its 
website at www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine .
Visit Grand Valley’s online publication, GVNow, at 
www.gvsu.edu/gvnow, for daily news updates and 
video features .
GVFaces
processing and sending payment card information via e-mail, fax or inter-
campus mail.
The best practices for campus offices who process credit or payment card 
payments on an ongoing or frequent basis are obtaining a secure payment 
card terminal for the office or accepting card payment through the uni-
versity’s secure website. There are low-volume options available.
Staff members from the Business and Finance Office and Information 
Technology are available for presentations to campus offices. Send an 
e-mail to Sue Korzinek, korzines@gvsu.edu, to schedule a presentation. 
Information is also online at www.gvsu.edu/pci.
Staff member shares battle  
against breast cancer gene
Kristina Wieghmink said no to cancer 
before it had the chance to say yes to 
her.
Wieghmink, an anthropology lab staff 
member, shared her personal journey of 
deciding to undergo a double mastec-
tomy and a hysterectomy after learning 
that she carried a hereditary cancer 
gene that drastically increased her 
chances of developing breast and ovar-
ian cancer.  
Wieghmink and Sarah Svendsen, a 
genetic counselor at Spectrum Genetic 
Center, presented information on genet-
ic testing during a brown bag lunch on 
October 15.
With strong support and encourage-
ment from her family, Wieghmink, a 
mother to five children, underwent the 
procedures and decreased her risk of breast cancer from 85 percent to 2 
percent, and ovarian cancer from 45 percent to 3 percent. 
“I knew I couldn’t go back to the person I was; you have to adapt and roll 
with things in life, and to be able to handle things physically and emotion-
ally,” said Wieghmink.
Svendsen shared the pros and cons of genetic testing, and how analyzing 
family history of cancer is vital to see possible hereditary cancer genes. 
She said finding correlations by looking at cancer over generations could 
direct an individual to genetic testing, leading to early detection and pre-
vention strategies.
continued from page 1
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Nathan Kemler
Presidential signing
Photo by Amanda Pitts
Former President Mark A. Murray signs 50th anniversary commemorative 
books for Vonnie Herrera and Antonio Herrera on October 18 in the Kirkhof 
Center. Murray joined President Thomas J. Haas and President Emeritus 
Arend D. Lubbers to sign copies of ‘Grand Valley Celebrates 50 Years of 
Shaping Lives.’
Photo by Amanda Pitts 
Kristina Wieghmink gives a 
presentation in the Kirkhof Center 
during Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month.
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Sustainability Week 
offers many events
Numerous events are planned this week to  
celebrate Campus Sustainability Week, which  
ends October 30. 
With the theme, “A Grand Tradition,” the  
week ties in with the university’s anniversary 
celebration and honors the campus tradition  
of practicing sustainability. A full schedule of 
the week is available at www.gvsu.edu/csw ,  
highlights are below.
• “Ending Modern Day Slavery in Ghana” by 
James Kofi Annan; Monday, October 25, 7 p.m., 
Loosemore Auditorium, DeVos Center.
James Kofi Annan, former child slave and  
internationally recognized leader against  
slavery, will give a presentation about his work  
to end slavery and the social factors of  
sustainability. 
• TEDxGrandValley; Tuesday, October 26, 
8:30 a.m.-5 p.m., Cook-DeWitt Center.
At this independently organized TED event,  
students, faculty and staff members will  
give brief presentations about sustainability.  
View the schedule online at www.tedxgrand 
valley.com .
• Farmers Market; Wednesday, October 27,  
10 a.m.-1:30 p.m., Kirkhof Center. 
• Green Vendor Trade Fair; Wednesday, 
October 27, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Kirkhof Center;  
Thursday, October 28, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.,  
DeVos Center.
Hosted by Procurement Services, the fair  
will showcase sustainable products and  
services vendors. 
• Women, Environment and Local Politics;  
Wednesday, October 27, 3 p.m., Kirkhof  
Center, room 2204.
Members of the panel will include Rosalynn 
Bliss, Grand Rapids city commissioner; Lisa  
Oliver-King, board member for Greater Grand  
Rapids Food Systems Council; and Laura  
Schneider, assistant professor of political  
science. Sponsored by the Women’s Center.
• HallowGreen!; Thursday, October 
28, 7 p.m., Meijer Campus, Holland.
Learn about vampire electricity, 55-gallon 
pumpkins and the power of hungry 
worms; kids are encouraged to wear 
Halloween costumes and trunk or treat with 
members of Delta Sigma Phi fraternity.
• Sustainability Champions Awards 
Breakfast; Friday, October 29, 7:30-8:45 a.m.,  
Kirkhof Center.
Grand Rapids Mayor George Heartwell joins 
President Thomas J. Haas to recognize campus 
and community sustainability leaders.
Open enrollment begins
Open enrollment for health insurance begins 
October 26 and continues through November 
10. All benefit-eligible faculty and staff 
members are required to complete the process.
Visit the website www.gvsu.edu/healthwellness 
and click on “Open Enrollment” to review 
information, select a medical plan and 
complete the online process. Questions 
can be directed to the Benefits office at 
x12220 or healthandwellness@gvsu.edu .
Session will show the 
‘power of gratitude’
Steve Glass, associate dean of Brooks College 
of Interdisciplinary Studies, will lead a brown 
bag workshop on the “Power of Gratitude.”
Sponsored by Health and Wellness, the initial 
presentation is set for noon on Tuesday,  
October 26, in the Kirkhof Center, room 1142;  
and November 2 in the DeVos Center, room  
202E. A follow-up session for participants  
is scheduled for December 9.
Glass will share insight on how keeping a  
gratitude journal and demonstrating an 
attitude of gratitude can significantly 
impact one’s life. Register for the session 
online at www.gvsu.edu/seminar .
Carter, panel will discuss  
mental health
Former first lady Rosalynn Carter will be in  
West Michigan to talk about her new book  
on mental health, Within Our Reach: Ending  
the Mental Health Crisis.
The event, sponsored in part by Grand Valley’s 
Hauenstein Center for Presidential Studies, will 
take place Tuesday, October 26, at 1:30 p.m. at 
the Gerald R. Ford Museum in Grand Rapids.
At the conclusion of the speech, a discussion 
will be held with panelists Gregory Dziadosz, 
president and CEO of Touchstone Innovarè; 
Mark Eastburg, president and CEO of Pine 
Rest Christian Mental Health Services; and 
Paul Ippel, executive director of Network 180.
As first lady from 1977-81, Carter served as the 
honorary chair of the President’s Commission 
on Mental Health. The commission played a 
significant role in the passage of the 1980  
Mental Health Systems Act, which boosted  
funding for mental illnesses. 
“We are extremely honored to help host Mrs.  
Carter,” said Gleaves Whitney, director of  
the Hauenstein Center. “She gives struggling  
families, communities, and health care  
professionals hope that we can soon begin  
to overcome the mental health crisis plaguing  
our nation.”
The event is also sponsored by the Gerald  
R. Ford Library, Museum, and Foundation 
and Founders Bank & Trust. 
For more information, contact the Hauenstein 
Center for Presidential Studies at x12770. 
WGVU to host 
wine tasting
WGVU will host “Food, Wine and All That 
Jazz” on Friday, October 29, from 7:30–10 p.m.  
at the Grand Rapids Public Museum.  
Guests will choose from more than 300 wine  
and beer selections and food selections 
provided by D&W Fresh Market. Deb 
Alexander and Company will play jazz 
music throughout the evening.
Tickets are $50 per person in advance 
or $60 per person at the door; they are 
available by calling (800) 442-2771. More 
details are online at www.wgvu.org .  
Intercultural Festival 
programs set
Student Life and the Cultural Programming 
Council have scheduled various activities 
during Intercultural Festival to enhance 
the cultural competencies of students.
Faculty and staff members are invited to 
encourage students to attend one or more 
programs during the festival, November 12-19. 
The theme is “Expand Your Mind,” focusing 
on Greg Tanaka’s book, Intercultural Campus.
For a complete schedule, visit www.gvsu.edu/if . 
Departments wishing to host a program during  
that week can contact Tom Coy at  
coyt@gvsu.edu .
What’s Ahead
The presentation, part of October as Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month, was sponsored by 
the Women’s Center, Colleges Against Cancer 
and Work Life Connections.  
Career Services seeks 
grant applications
The Career Services office is taking applica-
tions from departments wishing to create, 
expand or enhance internship or practicum 
initiatives.
Past grant recipients have used funding to com-
pensate faculty members for time spent creat-
ing informative and interactive websites, as 
well as building employer connections. 
Applications are due by Friday, October 29. 
Submit a one- or two-page proposal detailing 
the intended use of the grant, including contact 
information and desired outcomes to Rachel 
Becklin at becklira@gvsu.edu. 
Funding notification and disbursement will be 
made in January.
Questions can be directed to Becklin at x13468 
or via e-mail.
Across Campus
continued from page 2
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General Events
Mon., Oct. 25
Noon: Brooks COIS Conversations on 
Scholarship: Rachel Peterson. 167 LOH. 
Call x18655 for information.
7 p.m.: Campus Sustainability Week Event: 
“Ending Modern Day Slavery in Ghana,” 
by James Kofi Annan. Loosemore 
Auditorium, DEV. Call x17366 for infor-
mation.
8 p.m.: Music Department hosts Free Play 
19 with Michael Lowenstern, clarinetist. 
Sherman Van Solkema Recital Hall, PAC.  
Call x13678 for information.
Tues., Oct. 26
8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.: Campus Sustainability 
Week Event: TEDxGrandValley. CDC.
Noon: Health and Wellness hosts “The Power 
of Gratitude,” by Steve Glass. 1142 KC. 
1:30 p.m.: Hauenstein Center for Presidential 
Studies hosts Rosalynn Carter followed 
by panel discussion about mental health. 
Gerald R. Ford Museum, Grand Rapids. 
Call x12270 for information.
7 p.m.: Campus Sustainability Week Event: 
“The Great Invasion of the Great Lakes,” 
by Jeff Alexander. HOL.  
Wed., Oct. 27
9 a.m.: Human Resources Excellence Series. 
Assessing Your Intercultural Competency: 
A Strengths-Based Approach. 2204 KC. 
Call x12215 for information. 
10 a.m.-1 p.m.: Campus Sustainability Week 
Event. Farmers Market. KC. 
10 a.m.-2 p.m.: Campus Sustainability Week 
Event. Green Vendor Trade Fair. GRR, 
KC. 
11:30 a.m.: HTM Department Brown Bag 
Lunch. “Hospitality, Tourism and the 
Nonprofit Sector.” Bicycle Factory. Call 
x17585 for information.
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 2259 KC. 
Visit. www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for 
information. 
Noon: FTLC Workshop: Preparing a Pew 
FTLC Grant Proposal. 303C, DEV. Call 
x13498 for information.
3 p.m.: Women’s Center Panel Discussion: 
“Women, Environment and Local 
Politics.” 2204 KC. Call x12748 for infor-
mation. 
4 p.m.: Library hosts Community Read 
Event. “Finding Henrietta Beyond 
Google.” 305 JHZ. Call x12618 for infor-
mation.
6 p.m.: Psychology Film Series. “Flight 
From Death.” 114 LMH. Call x12195 for 
information.
Thurs., Oct. 28
7:30 a.m.: Downtown Toastmasters. 
University Club Room, DEV. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/toastmasters for information.
9 a.m.: FTLC Workshop: Preparing a Pew 
FTLC Grant Proposal. 2201 KC. 
10 a.m.-2 p.m.: Campus Sustainability Week 
Green Vendor Trade Fair. DEV. 
11:30 a.m-5:30 p.m.: American Red Cross 
Blood Drive. GRR, KC. 
Noon: Children’s Enrichment Center hosts 
What Daddies Do Best. 2264 KC. Call 
x15437 for information. 
7 p.m.: Opera Theatre presents Opera and 
Music Theatre Scenes. Large Dance 
Studio, PAC. Call x13484 for information. 
Fri., Oct. 29
7:30 a.m.: Campus Sustainability Week 
Event. Champions Award Breakfast. 2204 
KC.
Noon-5 p.m.: Faculty/Staff Fridays in the 
Writing Center. 120 LOH. 
1 p.m.: Human Resources Excellence Series. 
Allies and Advocates Training. Laker 
Village South. Call x12215 for informa-
tion.
Sun., Oct. 31
3 p.m.: Guest Artist Series. Jeffrey McCray, 
bassoon. Sherman Van Solkema Recital 
Hall, PAC. 
Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News
WWJ-AM interviewed six faculty and staff 
members for stories during the Great Lakes 
Innovation and Technology Report Fall Tech 
Tour: Charles Standridge, Linda Chamberlain, 
Rich Cook, Bonnie Dawdy, Paul Leidig and 
Jonathan Engelsma. 
Paul Sicilian, associate professor of econom-
ics, was interviewed by area television sta-
tions, Grand Rapids Press, WOOD-AM, WJRW, 
Michigan Radio and WGVU for stories about 
the economic impact of ArtPrize 2010.
Sketches
Peimin Ni, professor of philosophy, wrote a 
book, Confucius: Making the Way Great, pub-
lished by Shanghai Translation Publishing 
House for the Rediscovering China book series.
Geling Shang, associate professor of philoso-
phy, wrote a book, Zhuangzi: Dance with the 
World, published by Shanghai Translation 
Publishing House for the Rediscovering China 
book series.
George McBane, professor of chemistry, co-
wrote an article, “Comparison of Experimental 
Data and Results from Classical and Quantum 
Calculations,” published in the Journal of 
Physical Chemistry A. 
John Kilbourne, professor of movement sci-
ence, is part of team that will create an e-book 
series, “Raising Healthy Kids,” to be distributed 
to health clubs. 
Terry Fisk, interim director of the School of 
Criminal Justice, served as facilitator at the 
Suicide Summit for Allegan County.  
Michael R. Ott, associate professor of soci-
ology, gave a keynote address, “Liberating 
Education: From What? For Whom? and To 
What End?” at a conference at Davenport 
University.
School of Criminal Justice received a 
$15,500 grant from the Michigan State Police 
Emergency Management and Homeland 
Security Division to support Michigan 
Intelligence Operations Center activities.
Sue Sloop, work life consultant, wrote an 
article, “Exciting Workshop Ideas Highlight 
Faculty/Staff Month at GVSU,” published in the 
CUWFA newsletter.
Jon VanderMolen, staff member at the Annis 
Water Resources Institute, gave a presentation, 
“Offshore Utility-Scale Wind Power in Coastal 
West Michigan,” at the Lake Michigan Forum.
Seidman College of Business is listed in The 
Best 300 Business Schools: 2011 Edition by 
Princeton Review.
